URGENT PRESS RELEASE

Sunday, November 13, 2005

THOUSANDS TO MEET TODAY IN DEFIANCE OF DURBAN MARCH BAN 

On Monday morning, 14 November, thousands of shack dwellers from across Durban will gather at the Foreman Road settlement, Foreman Road, Clare Estate, Durban, in defiance of the eThewkini Municipalitys illegal ban of their scheduled march on Mayor Obed Mlaba. 

Representations will be made to the Municipality to lift their illegal, immoral and profoundly anti-democratic ban. If the ban is not lifted the assembly will make a collective decision on how to respond. This may take the form of a mass act of peaceful civil disobedience. 

The March on Mlaba was organised by the Foreman Road Development Committee to demand land and housing in the city and to protest against forced removals and the ongoing removal of basic services from shack settlements. It was decided to march under the slogan of No Land, No House, No Vote. On Wednesday, 9 November more than 5 000 people attended a mass rally in support of the march in the Foreman Road settlement. The march has the full support of Abahlali base Mjondolo, the shack dwellers movement, to which 16 settlements including Foreman Road have affiliated. Abahlali base Mjondolo has mobilised more than 20 000 people in different ways since March this year and has successfully staged three mass marches on local councillors. Each of these marches has been entirely peaceful. (Photographs and more information are online at http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?10,24,10,2250 ) The movement has attracted national and international attention, support and admiration. It has no paid staff and no outside funding. Most of its meetings take place by candlelight in shacks or in the open air. Recently the sound and lights of circling police helicopters has provided a backdrop to some meetings. 

Numerous respected commentators have described the Municipality's ban of the March on Mlaba as a significant and deeply disturbing attack on popular democracy. There is a clear consensus that no City official complicit with this outrage is fit to hold office in a democratic state. 

While thousands are gathering at the Foreman Road settlement 21 former residents of the Lusaka settlement will be herded into the dock in the Magistrates court to face charges of trespassing. The Lusaka settlement was demolished at gun point by the eThekwini Metro in the first week of November. Some families were forcibly removed to the notorious rural ghetto of Parkgate but, in blatant defiance of South African law, 19 families were left homeless. They had been occupying the front lawn of Councillor Jayraj Bachu's offices in Clare Road, Clare Estate, for a week in a classic act of peaceful civil disobedience. (Photographs of the occupation are online at http://southafrica.indymedia.org/news/2005/11/9133.php ) But on Friday night they were arrested, their goods were confiscated and they spent the weekend in the holding cells of the Sydenham police station. Before the last election Bachu's ward was plastered with posters declaring that Ghandi would have voted ANC*. 

For comment please contact: 

Mnikelo Ndabankulu, Foreman Road Development Committee, 07356565241 

Lungisani Jama, Foreman Road Development Committee, 0822595443 

Rasta Walter, The Lusaka 21, 0829739268 

Mavis Ntombifuthi, The Lusaka 21, 0728591633 

Nonhlanla Mzobe, Kennedy Road Development Committee, 0826892606 

Angelina Mosiea, Quarry Road Development Committee, 0762921833 

S'bu Zikode, Chair, Abahlali base Mjondolo, 0835470474 

Andile Mngxitama, Foundation for Human Rights, 0827429660 

Simon Delany, Freedom of Expression Institute, 0833970057 

Shereen Essof, African Gender Institute, UCT, 0763347778 

Salim Vally, Education Rights Project, WITS, 082805936 

Nkosinathi Ngcobo, HEARD, UKZN, 031 - 2603083

Raj Patel, Centre for Civil Society, UKZN, 0824724937 

Fazel Khan, Social Policy Programme, UKZN, 0845778627 

Ashwin Desai, public intellectual and internationally renown scholar, 0836565766 

Please also find the following documents: 

1. A letter from the Freedom of Expression Institute protesting the illegal ban of the March on Mlaba. 

2. The exact text of the letter banning the march. 

3. The original press release for the March on Mlaba in English and Zulu. 

